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Sign up to European website against mega trucks to stop the threat of longer heavier lorries being imposed by Europe
The dual-language website's concept is to act as a central point of information on the threat posed by the licensing of longer heavier vehicles in Europe, and to network the opponents of LHVs. The website will have a lean structure, and will comprise:

· expert and factual arguments against LHVs, as well as important studies and statements of opinion,

· simple actions to enable people to lobbying nationally, and

· a public petition where organisations and companies can register as opponents of mega trucks. This list of opponents will:

1) help organisations and politicians find orientation (who else opposes LHVs?),

2) help activists and countries become networked,

3) be a lobbying instrument for confronting politicians (LHVs are opposed by a great number of very diverse groups from all EU countries).

The status quo: This summer (2008) the European Commission will make a recommendation on whether LHVs should be given a general EU-wide license. In most European countries there is currently no public debate taking place on this issue. Many of the affected interest groups (the railway sector, and NGOs that campaign for environment issues, for environmentally friendly transport or safer transport) have not been fully consulted.

The German Pro-Rail Alliance (Allianz pro-Schiene) and its members (environmental and consumer groups, railway unions and transport organisations) has already run a successful campaign in Germany against the introduction of mega trucks – see www.gueter-auf-die-schiene.de (goods-on-the-railways). This success was achieved above all because the Pro-Rail Alliance managed to get the debate into the public domain, with the result that in October 2007 the transport ministers from the German states voted against licensing LHVs, including the compromise version which is 'only' longer but not heavier. The diversity of the interest groups opposing mega trucks is remarkable, and includes automobile clubs, the German Association of Cities, the German Police Federation, several freight forwarders, and many others.

The aim of the EU-website: Because of the fact that there is not a unified general public in Europe, pressure has to be exerted on a national level, especially since each state can directly influence EU-wide decisions through the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament. The aim therefore is not one single coordinated EU-wide campaign but rather to 'rally' potential opponents of mega trucks, create networks on national levels and to initiate the public debate on the issue in as many member countries as possible.

You choose your level of participation which may only be to resister as an opponent of LHVs but cannot itself be actively campaigning against them. The  website will supply organisations with arguments in English and German if you want to be more active. Via a publicly available petition list, in which organisations and companies that oppose mega trucks can register themselves, activists will become aware of each other and will be able to join forces to exert combined political pressure on a national level. Named points of contact for each country will create national networks and coordinate national activities. In addition, simple protest activities that are easy to carry out will be on offer. For example sample letters to politicians, including lists of the relevant addresses (transport ministers, MEPs etc.), and sample press releases.

Target groups: Environmental and transport organisations, associations and NGOs; companies from the railway sector; the media and politicians – on a national as well as on a European level.

Implementation and execution: Apart from the Pro-Rail Alliance, European NGOs that are politically active in Brussels should also appear as initiators and publishers of the website, because a website run by 'original' European organisations will increase its political effectiveness. European NGOs should at least cover environmental issues (Friends of the Earth Europe is taking part) and aspects concerning traffic safety and car users. If possible, they should also cover employment and the unions. The Pro-Rail Alliance is managing  the project and it will also be responsible for maintaining and updating the web site. The Pro-Rail Alliance will also take on responsibility for contacting potential allies that are active in other European countries.  It is important to emphasise that owning and running the website is on a different level to the publicly available petition where all interested organisations and companies should register their opposition to mega trucks. In other words: the Pro-Rail Alliance and one to three European NGOs will offer a platform that will be supported by all interested national and European organisations, alliances and companies, which register their opposition by publicly adding their names to the list.

Finances: The project's costs will be covered by the Pro-Rail Alliance. NGOs that appear as project initiators will therefore not have to pay for any costs. Other expenses such as for offices, telephone and travel to meetings (if necessary) will have to be paid for by the organisations themselves.
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